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FOREWORD

Are all events pre-determined? | am not here to dwell upon this question,
nor am | qualified to do so. | also do not know if thing that we are made to do are due
to our previous KARMA or anything like that. All the things | know is that such a
mighty task cannot be undertaken without the HELPING HAND of SOMEONE
whose powers operate beyond our range of thought.

| have seen SHREE but | am too human to comprehend, assimilate and
understand all that HE stands for. There are few however, who do not waste their
efforts in doing so. They simply believe and this belief is reflected in their actions.
The task of conducting SOMAYAJNYA started with a belief, a belief strengthened
by SHREE'S WILL, forif it wasn't his WILL such a thought would never have come.

This narration is about the people who were handpicked by SHREE
HIMSELF to carry out HIS task. This foreword is a silent acknowledgement to all
the people involved right from planning to execution and a heartfelt gratitude to
SHREE for giving all of them an opportunity to serve THIS DIVINE CAUSE. Without
HIS grace this task would never have been accomplished in such a grand manner.




VEDA

The word VEDA is derived from the rood VID knowledge, so VEDA means
something that gives knowledge. It is believed that VEDAS are SWAYAMBHOO
something that originates by itself. Nobody created them. They were revealed to the
great seers of the olden days. These seers were believed to have comprehended
these texts in the form of sounds and hymns.
We all know that sound is a form of
energy. The most basic way to illustrate
this is the effect of resonance. If a batch of
soldiers is marching on a suspension
bridge then the stamping of their feet
produces enough energy for the whole
bridge to vibrate or even give away. Such
is the power of sound. The various
VEDIC MANTRAS are also nothing but g
collection of sounds.
Previously all the VEDAS were just like
texts placed in arandom heap. MAHARISHI VYASA assorted this divine knowledge
into RIGVEDA, YAJURVEDA, SAMAVEDA, and ATHARVAVEDA. Each branch has
many sub branches. Each of the four VEDAS comprises of different layers namely
SAMHITA, BRAHMANA, ARANYAKA, and UPANISHAD. The first three layers
emphasize the implication of KARMAKANDA (rituals), whereas the last one refers ta
the importance of GNANA. The above categorization is mainly based on the attitude
towards Yajnya, which isin turnthe very essence of VEDA




Yajnya is the medium that links the human to the divine i.e. from
SAGUNABRAHMOPASANA to NIRGUNABRAHMOPASANA. The evolution of

YAIJNYA

VEDIC CULTURE was aimed at
carving harmony among all beings and
it is Yajnya which has been used as an
instrumentto implementit.

Yajnya is a form of
worshipping deities in a systematic
manner. The chanting of MANTRAS
during performance of these rituals was
considered as vital to ensure fulfillment

of the desires of the entire society.

Yajnya is reckoned as a means to
invoke Gods and to seek their blessings
and favors. Depending upon the type
and purpose of Yajnya, it may last from
one day to several years.

Yajnyas are performed with
different motives and for various
purposes and during various seasons
of the year. NISKAMA YAJNYAS are

are performed for the prosperity and well being of the whole community or for

universal peace.

the most sacred type of Yajnyas which




LORD PARASHURAM

Lord Parashuram is the sixth incarnation of Lord Vishnu. As per scriptures, during a
particular Kalpa (A long span of time or age), there are
ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Among all the ten
incarnations Lord Parashuram is known to be the Divine
Immortal or is called Chiranjeev Avatar. Chira means
long span of time and one who lives for millenniums
together is called Chiranjeev. It is believed that Lord
Parashuram still continues to reside in Sahya Mountain
and is engaged in penance.

Lord Parashuram was born in the family of Bhrighus.
Bhrighu was a great Rishi and the family is known by his
name. Parashuram is a great warrior, a genius and an
incarnation of Lord Vishnu. He is, therefore, always
referred as Bhrigukulnandan and Bhurgukulbhushan. It
means that he is an honoured descendant of the family of
Bhrigu. His father, Jamadagni was also a great Rishi and
is regarded as the incarnation of Lord Shiva. His mother Renuka mata is an
incarnation of Goddess Parvathi.

When darkness is rampant, Adharma prevalent everywhere, and when the
situation becomes bleak then an Avatar takes birth. During one such situation the
Gods approached Lord Vishnu and He assured them that He would descend on
earth and set right things. Thus Lord Parashuram was born on the third day of bright
half of Vaishakh. The day is known in India as Akshaya Tritiya. Itis a very auspicious
day and Lord Parashuram was born at sunset.

Lord Parashuram is known to have superior knowledge of how to use weapons. He
learnt Dhanurvidya form Lord Shiv and Parashuvidya from Lord Ganesha. Before
he learnt the art of weapons he studied the Vedas. All this he achieved before he
reached the age of 8 years. His mission was to get rid of all wrong and to create a
world full of peace and goodness. He undertook 21 such campaigns against those




who had beenindulging in Adharma.

Through millenniums, Lord Parashuram's work is continuously connected with
eternal religion as ordained by the Vedas. He has thorough millenniums guided
such persons who had capability to re-establish and propagate the Vedic religion.
He is the one who initiated Shree to Tripuri Mahavidya and as Gurudakshina Shree
vowed to 'rejuvenate the Vedas'. On the very day Shree took the above vow He
gave Seven-Verses as the commandment of eternal religion. By doing this, He
opened the gates of Vedas to everyone.

The whole purpose of this great Avatar Lord Parashuram is to make the world a
place where everyone would live in peace, harmony and well being.




SHREE

Paramsadguru Shree Gajananmaharaj referred to as
Shree (The Holy) of Shivpuri, Akkalkot, is revered
throughout the world as the Perfect Supreme Master
(Param Sadguru). He is recognized as the mythological
incarnation Kalki. According to the ancient scriptures, itis
stated that a divine incarnation will manifest on the planet
to destroy 'Kalka' meaning pollution and resuscitate the
Vedas. He will re-establish the Eternal Religion (Satya-
Dharma). The message of Shree delivers the planet from
all types of 'Kalka'. The process of Agnihotra revived by
Shree purifies the atmosphere and the human mind.
Shree was a Divine Yogi. Born in a Royal family, who were rulers of a large part of
central India, Shree showed signs of
being a Spiritual Master from a very
early age. He was following strict
austerities and penances from the
early age of six. His parents were
also dedicated to the spiritual
cause. His father Swami Shivanand
Yogindra Mahara was a Shivyogi
and His mother Bhagavati
Sonamata a Yogini. He spent His
childhood in the vicinity of great
Spiritual masters. He learnt the teachings of many learned scholars along with the
teachings of the Vedas. He came to Akkakot at the tender age of six and spent His
childhood at the Guru Mandir, a Monastery, which was the House of the Divine Guru
Tradition of Shree Swami Samartha. At the age of 18 he was chosen as the head of
the Monastery and the heir of the Guru Peetham (The lineage of Gurus). This Guru




Peetham is considered to be of the highest order. He would do severe penances and
meditate for almost 18-20 hours every day. He was initiated into the Highest order of
Spiritual Practice by Lord Parshuram. He was moved by the pain and suffering of all
the living beings throughout the planet. He revived the Vedas and gave
Agnihotrato the world as a way to find true peace and happiness.

This is the room where 'SHREE' was born




AGNIHOTRA

Yajnya is a scientific method of injecting
into the atmosphere nutrient and
medicinal ingredients through the
agency of Fire. Agnihotra is the simplest
form of Yajnya done in every household.

At precisely local sunrise and sunset

timings, two pinchfuls of uncoated rice
grains smeared with few drops of cow's ghee are offered into the Fire. The Fire is
prepared in a semi pyramid shaped copper vessel.

While offering the two portions into the Fire, two simple
Vedic mantras are chanted. The positive effects of
Agnihotra are an outcome of simultaneous functioning of
many subtle scientific principles, such as, effect of
chanting of specific sounds on the atmosphere and
mind, energies emanating from geometrically perfect,
special shape of pyramid, purifying effect of burning of
medicinal ingredients, effects of bio rhythms etc.
Agnihotra nourishes nature and human life. It creates
pure, clean and medicinal atmosphere.




Somayajnya's are of many types but AGNISTOMA is the PRATHAMA YAJNYA
Procedure for performing Somayajnya is derived from KRISHNA YAJURVEDA
ASHWALAYAN SROUTASUTRA from RIGVEDA and DRAHAYAYANA
SROUTASUTRAfrom SAMAVEDA. This Yajnya goes on for six days.
- The first day we begin this holy sacrifice with sankalpa followed by
Deekshaneeya Ishti and Deeksha vidhi.
- The second day consists of Prayeneya Ishti, Somakrayanam, Aatithyeshti
Gharamasambhranam, Pratah pravargyam, Upasatt and Aparanha pravargyam.
On the third day, we perform Pratah pravargyam, Vedi Puja and Aparanha
pravargyam.
On day four, Pratah pravargyam, Aparanha pravargyam, Agni pranayanam
and Agnishomiya yagam are performed.
On day five, the ritual starts in the early hours of the morning, i.e., from 4 am
and goes on uninterrupted till the next morning.
On the sixth and the concluding day, we have Avabruta Snanam followed by
Udayaniya Ishti, Udavasayani Ishtiand Sayam Homaha.

Agradientis maintained in the mode of fasting by the YAJAMAN during the

SOMAYAJINYA

Somayajnya's are preformed for universal well being
and prosperity. A juice from a herb called SOMAis used in it
Mention has been made about SOMAin the ancient INDIAN
MATERIA MEDICA of the SUSHRUTA SAMHITA as a
RASAYANA preventing tissue decay and death of the body.
According to AAPASTHAMBA SHROUTASUTRA the
number of RITVIKS participating in AGNIHOTRA ONE
AISHTIKA TANTRA FOUR, CHATURMASYA FIVE
PASHUKA TANTRA SIX, and in any SOMAYAJNYA
SIXTEEN.




YAJNYA DEEKSHA. First day he would be given a complete meal. The second,
third and fourth day he is given milk from TRISTHANA, DWISTHINA and
EKASTHANA respectively. On day five, i.e. on the day of SUTYA he is given
nothing but SOMA RASA. The assimilating capacity of any medicine by the
intestine would be more when it is slowly starved rather than by sudden starvation.
This allows fast entry of medicine into the blood stream and finally to the site of
action eliciting its function.

Due to this Yajnya, the whole atmosphere and the environment in this place
will be cleansed. The smoke from this Yajnya will purify the air and attract the
clouds. This will bring well modulated rainfall and result in good harvest. Thus
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y and starvation will be eliminated. So this results in well being and prosperity of all.
Thatis why such a Yajnyais performed.




KHARAGPUR SOMAYAJNYA

Note : The following narration is the experience of Mr.
Chandra Kumar (Chandu Rao) of Hyderabad.

Importance

Conducting Somayajnya in Kharagpur
is unique as it is the birth place of
Paramsadguru Shree Gajanan
Maharaj who was born in the year
1918 in a Railway Quarter near Porter
Kholi.

The story behind
With the blessings of Sreekathji Maharaj an Agnihotra
Prachar Shibir was organized in Kharagpur in November
2006 for three days. Nearly 70 to 75 members participated
in it. Door to door campaign, processions, meetings,
exhibitions, etc were conducted on a grand scale. This was
the first time that we openly told everyone the importance of
Kharagpur as the birth place of Shree, who gave us the
message of Agnihotra for peace and happiness. Every day




after the 9 p.m Vyahruti Homa all Pracharaks used to sit and
discuss how the Prachar Shibir went on that day and what
we had to do the next day. On the last day of the meeting all
of a sudden the words “the next program in Kharagpur
will be Mahasomyajnya” were uttered by Mr.Upadhaya.
He did not utter these words consciously. They just came to
his mind and he said it aloud.

On December 25" 2006, | was in Gurumandir on the
occasion of Shree's Bodhi day celebration. Late
Sardeshmukhji called me and said, in reference to the
Prachar conducted earlier in Kharagpur: - “Mr. Rao, you have performed a small
Somayajnya at Kharagpur”.

The above words provoked the thought that we have to perform a
Somayaga at Kharagpur.

During my next Prachar tour to
Orissa | visited Kharagpur to see if a
Somayajnya can be performed there. |
then discussed this idea with some of
my close Agnihotri friends, and we
were all of the opinion that as the place
(Kharagpur) was far away from
Hyderabad and Akkalkot it would be
difficult to make arrangements for
performing the Somayajnyathere.

In the year 2010 a
Mahasomayajnya was performed at Auroville, Pondicherry in South India.
Auroville is situated in a remote place and is far from both Hyderabad as well as
Akkalkot. Inspite of this, the Somayajnya was conducted on a very grand scale and
was a big success. All the materials required for this Somayajnya were carried
from Hyderabad.

After the Purna Ahuti on the last day in Auroville, we heard someone from the
crowd of people attending the Somayajnya say aloud, “the next Somayajnya will
be in Kharagpur . Listening to the message again we realized that it was Shree's




will that the next Somayajnya be conducted at Kharagpur. We by then had also
came to the conclusion that if we can
conduct a Somayajnya at a remote
place like Auroville, then we can do so
at Kharagpur too, which was no doubt
a small town but definitely not situated
inaremote area as Auroville was.

On 17" May 2010, we went to
Shivpuri for Shree's birthday
celebration. That
night after the
programme | and
Mr.Upadhyaya prayed at the Lotus feet of Shree asking Him to
bless us to perform Somayajnya at Kharagpur. Next day I, Mr.
Upadhyaya, Mr. Gopi Rao and Mr. Bhupat Bhai Vora, met
Adaraniya (Respected) Rajabhauji and told him the above
incidents and of our desire to perform Somayajnya at
Kharagpur on behalf of all Agnihotris of Hyderabad.
Rajabhauji blessed usto go ahead.

After returning from Akkalkot I and Mr. Upadhyaya went to Kharagpur in the
month of July to meet all Agnihotris as
well as to ascertain ourselves of the
various things we have to arrange. Our
sole intension was to see that we were
the first to perform Somayajnya at the
Birth place of Shree. We did not want
anyone else to do so before us. Shri.
Srinivasji Satri also came to Kharagpur
and we visited almost 8 to 10 sites and
tried to consider which among them
would be most suitable for conducting
Somayajnya. From among them we shortlisted three places as they were near to
Shree's birthplace. We also visited Kansavati river 12 kms from Kharagpur for




Avabrutha Snaan (river bath). We also checked the availability of firewood,
Somayaga materials, makers of bullock carts etc. We found many cows in the area
but couldn't find a single goat. But on the second day, when we were inspecting
one of the sites we saw few goats with their kids. In this visit we made a preliminary
enquiry of all things in general and also met prominent members of that area, just
to get an idea and feel of things, so that we may go and convey the same to
Rajabhauiji.

At Gurupurnima(25" July) we went to Akkalkot and Srinivasji gave us two
dates. One inthe month of January (4-9) and the other in the month of May (13-18).
Mr. Bhupat Bhai Vora wanted to perform Somayajnya in Kurla, Mumbai in the
month of May so Rajabhauji asked us if we can perform the Somayajnya in
January or wanted more time. | replied that we did not and that five months were
sufficient for us. That day it was decided that we will perform Somayajnya at
Kharagpur in the month of January 2011.

Shree never went to the place of His birth after coming to Akkalkot. For the
sake of Somayaga, Shree's Paduka has to be taken to Kharagpur. Rajabhauji was
worried about the route as the whole area was in the grip of Maoists/Extremists.
We made enquiries from various sources about the safest route that can be taken.
We were told that the best and safest route is from Hyderabad via Vijayawada,
Vishakapatnam, Bhuvaneshwar/Puri to Kharagpur. We prepared a road route
accordingly and this was presented to Rajabhauji for His consent. He was happy
with the assurance given about the safety of the route and so on this Gurupurnima
a Sankalpa was taken to perform Somayajnya at Kharagpur.

| along with Mr. Harishchander made a second visit in the month of
September. From the three shortlisted sites we selected Maha Kali Mandir Ground
for performing Somayajnya. When we were inspecting the ground a Telugu
speaking man approached us and inquired what we were doing there. We told him
of our intension to perform a Yajnya there in the month of January. He advised us to
meet a gentleman called Mr. Damodar who was a local person as well as a trade
union leader, and who could help us in getting the sanction of the land. We
remembered that this person had helped us a lot during our Prachar in 2006. We
went and met him at his house and he assured us that he will see to it that we get
permission from the concerned authorities to perform Yajnya. As the land was




under the jurisdiction of the Railway authorities we applied for the sanction of the
land in the name of Mr. Gauri Shankar Das, who is an Agnihotri as well as a
Railway employee. Necessary formalities were done and the application was
submitted with the help of Mr. Damodar.

| with Mr. Pradeep Das visited Roop Narayan River, at Kolaghat, 63 kms on
the highway to Kolkatta. We were told that water flowed all through the year and
that the river was never dry. On the way back to Hyderabad we saw Suvarnarekha
River near Jaleshwar around 60 kms from Kharagpur. All these three rivers were
considered by us for Avabrutha Snaan
(river bath).
When | went to Shivpuri for Dushera |
came to know that ten thousand
invitations for Kharagpur Somayajnya
were being printed which were to be
distributed from Dushera onwards. |
was a bit apprehensive about it as we
had not yet received permission for the
site. | immediately called Mr. Damodar
and told him about it. He told me to go
ahead and print one lakh invitations and not to worry about the permission. He
assured me that it was his duty to see that we get permission. | also saw the
following words written on the notice board in front of Shiv Darshan at Shivpuri
which gave me solace and a
confidence that all will be well with the
Grace of Shree.

| and Mr. Upadhyaya went to
Kharagpur in the month of November
to make final arrangements for the
Somayajnya. We went to contact
people who could help us putting up
mandap, bamboo fence, provide
firewood etc. We once again met Mr.
Damodar and he again told us not to




worry about the sanction.

Firewood [ Wood of all the fruit bearing trees are used in Yajnyas.]:-

Met Mr.
Basheer who gave us the lowest
guotation and promised to deliver the
firewood on the site one or two days
before the Yajnya started. He
arranged for the firewood one month
before the Yajnya, even though we
had paid only a nominal amount to
him, and informed us about it.

Bamboo fence ;- Mr.Ameen Bhai, an
uneducated man, at first couldn't

understand our requirements. But he assured that he will do the job as he wanted
to be a part of this event. The very next day he came to the Dharmashala along
with his brother and took all measurements and told that he would start work
immediately. He delivered the material at a very economical rate. When we met

him after the Somayajnya he told us “I
will make even better fence nexttime
you conduct Somayajnya”.

Bullock Carts :- | and Mr. Subodh
Acharya went to a village 18 kms from
Kharagpur to meet a person called Mr.
Rana who was very popular for his
skills as a carpenter. We were told that
he was the man who could make carts

for us. The day we visited him at his residence, for the first time, he was performing
Vishwakarma puja and aarti. He gave us Prasad and promised to do the job. On
our second visit (Karthika Poornima), when we went to show him the drawings he
was again engaged in performing aarti. He was a simple man but a skilled
carpenter and told us that he will not charge us more. Two days before the Yajnya




started he delivered the carts, which were very beautifully made.

Dharmashalas [ Place for accommodation ] :-

We met the concerned people who managed the main dharmashalas in the area.
There were three big ones Ram Mandir, Gujarathi Mitra Mandal, Jain
Dharmashala, and we were given assurance of their cooperation. They asked us
to write letters seeking allotment of these dharmshalas for a week, which was done
as promised. Jain Dharmashala also gave us a concession of twenty thousand
rupees. During the Yajnya they extended their full support and cooperation.
Mandap (Shamiyana or Tent) :- We at first contacted two people who were
asked to give quotations. One of the quotations was unclear and the other too high.
When we went back to the Dharmashala we were told by the watchman that there
was a person by name Mr. Charan
Kumar who had come to meet us in
connection with mandap construction.
We did not know who that person was
nor did we ask him to come. He came
on his own and left his phone number
with the watchman. We called him and
he came immediately. He was a
Telugu speaking man who told us that
he was a God fearing man and asked
us to give him the job, which he assured he would do sincerely. We were
impressed with his words and told him of our requirements. He told us that he will
send the quotation through email. We came back to Hyderabad and received his
quotation which was around five lakh rupees. | called him over the phone and told
him that the amount was too huge. He immediately sent another quotation
reducing the amount drastically which came around three lakh rupees. | asked him
to go ahead with the work.

Mr. Charan put up a very beautiful main mandap which was ready three days
before the Yajnya began. Apart from the main mandap other things like stalls for
exhibiting Shree's documentary, exhibition stall, Shree kutir, meeting hall,




reception area, etc were all ready a day before, inspite of the fact that we had paid
him only a small amount of rupees fifty thousand only. All the carpets were new
and in good condition. His brother who was given the job of arranging lights made
complete arrangements one day before the Yajnya began. All generators and
lights were arranged. One day due to power failure | called him, asking him to send
someone to start the generators. He replied that instead of sending someone who
worked for him he will personally come and do it as he wanted to do his part in this
divine work. This kind of attitude of
these two brothers was both
inspirational and admirable which
made us happy.

One day we decided to do Anna
Daan at Yajnya site for which Mr.
Charan immediately erected another
small mandap, arranged for a cook and
all utensils required for it. This was
done onavery short notice.

When we visited Kharagpur
after Somayajnya we guided and helped Mr. Charan to start Agnihotra in his
house. We asked him to visit Akkalkot and he invited us to come to Kharagpur
again in the month of November for
Agnihotra Prachar.

Food arrangement :- Mr. Dandavathe
and his sister Smt. Suman Pendse,
very senior Agnihotries,have a
catering business, approached us in
Akkalkot during our visit at Dushera,
asking us to give them a chance to do
service at the birth place of Shree
during this Somayajnya by cooking
food. | asked them to give us the
quotation. They replied that they will be doing this as a service for free. Keeping to
their word both of them along with twenty other members from Pune, cooked food




for everyone including all Brahmins for seven days. Everyone appreciated and
was very happy with the service provided.

Video and Photography :-  Mr. Saroj Naik, a young boy, was introduced to us by
Mr. Sikander. We at first told him that he has to be there at the Yajnyashala from
morning to evening only and so asked him to charge us less. He assured us that he
will do his best. Apart from the first few days when the Yajnya was over by 8 p.m,
the remaining days it continued till the early hours of the morning. He and his friend
wore dhoti (white cloth) and were always present in the Yajnya Mandap. They felt
the presence of something divine during the Yajnya, a feeling never experienced
by them before. He also charged us very little and completed the work without
taking any advance or extra amount for working overtime.

CAB (TAXI) :- During one of our visits in the month of December | and Mr.
Upadhyaya had spare time so we decided to go and check out the route that the
Paduka will take and also to decide the place where it has to be received. We then
met Mr. Arun Singh, a local cab owner, who charged us very less and also showed
the best route to be taken. He took us safely through Maoist area and was also
helpful in purchasing materials and in hiring other cabs. For Avabrutha Snaan he
suggested that as the Snaan was on Sunday we could hire school buses which will
be economical, and helped us to do so. Like a member of our family he helped us
through out and also participated in the Yajnya along with his family.

Fourth trip to Kharagpur :- On December 18" | and Mr. Upadhyaya left for
Kharagpur to finalize everything and to do markings on the ground in order to
construct the mandap. Whenever we contacted Mr. Damodar over the phone he
always told us not to worry about the site sanction and to go ahead with the
preparations. We met him on the 20" of December to find out the progress. He then
told us that he was leaving for Kolkotta and asked us to go personally meet the
DRM (Divisional Regional Manager) in this connection. When we went there we
were told that the file was pending for the past two months and has not reached the
DRM and we would be allowed to meet him only when the file reaches him. Mr.
Damodar had washed away his hands from the responsibility of getting the
sanction and this left us back to square one.

During this visit we saw huge posters and banners of Ramdev baba all around and
this made me wonder why there was delay in getting permission when we had




applied for it almost two months in advance. The idea that the concerned
authorities have to be given some money for sanction came to my mind. We
discussed this with Mr. Subodh Acharya and Mr. Gauri Shankar Das who
immediately went and met a clerk and paid him some amount and only then the file
moved to the DRM office. The next day a small initial amount was paid to the
railway authorities for the sanction of the site. The person who took money from us
realized his mistake when he came to know that the ground was being used for a
good purpose and not for making money, and also that the whole Yajnya was being
organized by collecting money from common people. He wanted to return the
money taken but we asked him to keep it as a gift from us.

On 21* we made markings on the site after performing Vyahruti Homa. By that time
we had already purchased, gold, silver, clothes, paid advance for bullock carts,
mandap, firewood, jali, etc; but we did not have sanction for the site, which worried
us. Mr. Upadhyaya stayed at Kharagpur to oversee the preparations and to get the
sanction whereas | started for Hyderabad and reached Akkalkot on 23" December
to participate in Bodhi day celebrations and also to inform Rajabhauji about the
arrangements made.

Sankashti Chaturti was on 24" December when Padya puja was performed
and we prayed at the Lotus Feet for the successful conduction of Somayaga. |
was worried because the file of the site sanction had not moved at all. Everyday Mr.
Gauri Shankar Das and Mr. Subodh informed me that the work will be done the
next day. | was worried about this. With the help of local leaders the construction of
the mandap was completed and they saw to it that it was not destructed by the
Railway authorities. Mandap was put up by the time | reached Kharagpur on 31°
and this was done without the sanction. There was a meeting in the evening in
Shivmandir and | was asked to tell everyone about the Somayaga at Kharagpur. At
that time | was worried whether the Somayaga will take place or not because we
hadn't yet received the sanction. | took permission from Shree and told everyone
present about the arrangements made and invited them.




Shree's Darshan:- After the programme (25" Dec), |
started from Akkalkot to Hyderabad by car. | was
worried about the sanction and hadn't slept for many
days. | was sitting quietly, lost in thought in the back
seat when | had a vision of Shree. | saw Shree along
with Late Pranlalji getting down near His birth place at
Kharagpur. | saw Shree pointing His right hand
towards the Yajnyastal indicating something to
Pranlalji. This vision was very clear and was visible
foraverylongtime.

On the 30" of December a batch of thirty five
members from Hyderabad left to Kharagpur in order
to avoid the problem of Telangana agitation which was supposed to start from the
first of January. The first thing we did was to visit the DRM office, as we still did not
get sanction of the land, where we were told that our work will be done in a few
days. We met a local MLA who said that he will help us and asked us not to worry
about the sanction. We were asked to meet Mr. Pratap Singh, who was a religious
minded person, well known as a Naam Jap. Mr. Suryakanth Rao (Bidar) and Mr.
Upadhyaya met him personally and told him of our problem. Very next day in the
morning he took Mr. Suryakanth Rao directly to the DRM's residence and they
together invited him for the Somayajnya and asked him to inaugurate it. The DRM
was very happy and promised to come to the Somayajnya. This was rejoicing
news for all of us.

Place for Shree's Paduka:- Shree's
Paduka was expected to reach
Kharagpur on the 3" of January. Till 2™
we were not able to find a suitable
place for it. Rajabhauji had asked us to
see if it was possible to keep the
Paduka in the house where Shree took
birth. We tried all avenues and then in
the end we decided to approach Mr.
Bindumadhav - the person who was




presently residing in the quarter where Shree was born. Mr. Upadhyaya, Mr.
Suryakanth Rao, Mr. Gopi Rao all went to his residence to ask him if we could keep
Shree's Paduka at his house. Mr. Bindumadhav's wife showed them the pujaroom
where various other photos were kept and told them that they can keep the Paduka
there. Everyone was happy with the news and this was conveyed to me. Around 12
in the night when | was sleeping | had a vision where | saw all the photographs that
accompanied Shree's Paduka. | then realized the mistake we made. We were so
much concerned about the Paduka that we had not taken into consideration the
photographs that came with it.

As it was very late | didn't wake anyone and was waiting for the morning to
come. The same problem was again in front of us. As soon as Mr. Upadhyaya and
Mr. Suryakanth Rao got up | told them about my vision. They also confessed that
no one had thought about it. Mr. Gopi Rao was also contacted and then they all
went back to Mr. Bindumadhav's residence and told him of our predicament. They
told him that the Paduka cannot be kept in the puja room as there was no space for
the other photos that always accompanied the Paduka. There was a lady in the
house who suddenly suggested that there was a separate, small, empty room near
the entrance, beside Shree's room, in which he took birth, and asked us if it could
be used. The room was inspected and was found to be big enough to
accommodate all photos along with the Paduka. This incident made us realize that
Shree has not come alone. Swamy Samarth Maharaj, Sharada Mata, Shreekantji
Maharaj also have accompanied Him
to His birth place.

Arrival of Holy Charan Paduka -
Paduka arrived on 3" of January from
Jagannath Puri as per schedule
around 10 o clock at night. There was a
feeling of immense joy in the hearts of
all Agnihotris present who were happy
to be present at such an important
moment. We all felt the presence of
Shree at that moment; it was as if Shree Himself had come to visit His place of
birth. Apart from one pujari who slept at Mr. Bindumadhav's residence the rest of




them were accommodated at various
Dharmashalas.

How the Yajnya began :- There was a
procession with Naadaswaram leading
it, from Ram Mandir to the quarter
where Shree took birth. Srinivasji along
with his group of Brahmins, Agnihotris
and local people participated in it. After
taking Darshan of Shree's Paduka we
all went along with the Paduka, to the
place where
Upasani
Maharaj used to
sit in Porter
kholi, and then
returned back
to the
Yajnyastal. Sri
Deepakji Apte,
the Yajman,
along with
Yajman Patni (spouse) and his team members with Agni came to the quarter from
the Yajnyastal and returned back to it after taking darshan of Shree's Paduka.
Yaga Shala Pravesham, Ganapathi Puja, and Paduka Puja, were performed after
which the Yajnya began. The DRM Mr. Anil Kumar attended the puja as a chief
guest along with few railway officers and Mr. Pratap Singh. The papers for the
sanction of the land were signed by the DRM the same evening and the requisite
amount was paid the next day. In this way the Yajnya began in a grand manner with
the blessings of Shree.

Some important incidents  :- There was a lady who approached the reception
counter and said that she wanted to donate some money for the Yajnya. When she
was asked to tell her name and address she said the above did not matter. But
when the person in charge of the counter insisted that it was mandatory for him to




issue a receipt the lady asked him to write a receipt in
the name of Devi and gave ten thousand rupees as
Daan. The startled person could not believe that such
a huge amount was given at the counter. After taking
the receipt the lady just disappeared and was not
seen again. “ This lady is none other than
Bhagawati Sonamata (Divine Mother)”.

There was Anna Daan on the fifth day of the Yajnya. Invitation was given to all who
lived nearby and also in Porter Kholi. A separate mandap was erected to cook food
for this purpose and nearly two thousand people came and had Prasad. Everyone
waited patiently and stood in the queue till their turn came. Anna Daan went ontill 4
in the evening. Most of the people who had Prasad, donated money in the
reception counter or putitin the Hundi.

An Agnihotri by the name Mr. Sunil Sharma, a resident of Kharagpur, was
very happy to know about the Somayajnya and wanted to contribute to the Yajnya,
but he had no money to do so. When he came to know that his recurring deposit
was about to mature he immediately told us that he will give, as daan, 200 kgs of
Cow's Ghee for the Yajnya.

Yajman Mr. Deepakji Apte said “as a Yajman | have participated in almost
8 Somayaga's but | haven't seen
such a huge and beautiful
mandap” . After taking Biksha from the
devotees present he told Mr.
Upadhyaya “you will get the
necessary money needed for the
Yajnya by the fifth day”. And this
proved to be true.

We had very little money in
the form of cash. Mr. Bhupath Vora
and Mr. Samale kaka (trustees from
Shivpuri Ashram) carried cheques with them which could be cashed incase we
needed money. The miracle is we never had the necessity to cash them. All our
needs were met by the Daan that we received by the people and devotees who




came to participate in the Yajnya. All purchases of day to day necessities were
done by paying cash. Yajman dakshina was fully paid and Srinivasji was given
maximum amount of Dakshina. We paid Mr. Charan the maximum amount that
was due to him and the rest was cleared one month later when we got cash from
donations. This way the Yajnya was conducted by the money collected from the
masses.

Mr. Dave, an old Agnihotri from Baroda, Gujarat, had the Darshan of Shree
in the form of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa when he went to have darshan of

Shree's birth place.

Agnihotra exhibition :-  was visited by
many. Almost 30 people took Agnihotra
pots. Shree's biography was also
screened every day after evening
Agnihotra. A meeting was held every
day where we all sat and discussed
about the things to be done. Amessage
sent by Adarniya Rajabhauji was read

which made us all happy and inspired
usto do better.

Avabrutha Snaan [River Bath]:-  took
place in Roop Narayan River at
Kolaghat 63 kms form Kharagpur. The
river was very deep and in full flow and
the weather was very cold. These
things did cause a bit of trouble but
apart from this the whole programme
was a great success. Around 300

members participated in the Snaan.
Paduka was keptin a Shiva Temple so that everyone could take Darshan.

Many prominent members of Kharagpur visited the Yajnya and were awe
struck with the huge scale in which the Yajnya was conducted. They were very
happy and appreciated the efforts of all who were responsible for it.




Smt. Malavahini could not attend the Yajnya due to
some reason. However, she was constantly in touch with
Mr. Gopi Rao. She called him every morning and evening
enquiring about the Yajnya. Her good wishes and
blessings were always with everyone who was associated
withthe Yajnya.

Paduka Programme :- Paduka started from Akkalkot
Hyderabad Vizag Puri Kharagpur. In each of these
places there were programmes conducted in a grand
manner. Mr. Prasad Rangnekar and Prof. Khairnar
provided vehicles for transportation. Mr. Bhupath Vora, Mr. Samale Kaka, Mr.
Purushottam Jaju accompanied the Paduka along with pujari Appa Gadgil and few
other people. Mr. Raju Apte, Mr. Siddharth Apte, Mr. Shravan drove the vehicles
the whole way.

Mention must also me made about the contribution made by Jatar Kaka and his
team who were in charge of the reception counter at Kharagpur. Everyone
contributed in some way or the other for the success of the Somayaga.

In this way the Yajnya was conducted in a grand manner with the blessings of
Shree. His presence was felt by all. We had the feeling that each and every person
who participated in the Yajnya was selected by Shree Himself. He chose every
single person who contributed to the success of the Yajnya and he was
instrumental in carrying out the task through them. All things that were good were
with the blessings of Shree. Any deficiencies were due to the negligence and
human error on our part. We are forever indebted to Shree for giving us a chance to
be a part of this great event.




NEED OF THE HOUR

The frequency of performing Yagnyas and other forms of such rituals is
gradually decreasing. This may be probably due to modernization, the lack of
comprehensive knowledge of Yagnya, the complexity in their performance, the
insufficient number of persons who are well versed in performing a Yagnya
according to the procedures described, and the lack of financial support.

Though the VEDA is a systematic organized intellectual literature, at
present there are only few serious takers of studies on VEDAS. Since there is no
significant academic recognition or funding of these studies and research,
students are not evincing any keen interest in these topics. Many scholars well
versed in VEDAS are living amidst great poverty and neglect. And there are many
others who inspite of their knowledge and expertise are not able to get the right
kind of exposure.

In these times of great disturbances and complexities it is our duty as
individuals to try to know more about this ancient knowledge and promote it.
Leaving a healthy EARTH for posterity is our responsibility and we should take it
seriously. A system has to be brought in an orderly manner specifying exact
standards of VEDIC LEARNING. The government and the general public should
encourage, support and develop such individuals who are engaged in VEDIC
LEARNING as a short-term goal in the longer run. Appropriate measures should
be taken to conserve and popularize the VEDIC CULTURE which has been alive in
India since times immemorial and is the identity and heritage of our country.

Pancha Sadhan Marg (PSM) propagated by SHREE should be followed by
one and all. Agnihotra should be performed by all and at the same time we should
try to participate in other Yajnya too. We should cultivate the habit of Daan by
donating generously to noble causes. By following PSM we can find internal peace
and this will resultin bringing universal peace and harmony.




AFTERWORD

There is a thin line betwen belief and blind belief and there are times when
we are at a cross roads facing the dilemma between these two junctures. As a
rational person | believe that if we believe in things completely, they will take place.
But the basis of this belief is based on blind faith in SHREE. So for me these two
things go hand in glove.

After the Sankalpa was taken to perform Somayajnya at Kharagpur on
Gurupurnima at Akkalkot, Rajabhauji called me the very next day expressing
concern over the violent activities near Kharagpur. There was a bomb blast in
Midnapur Dist of which Kharagpur is atown. So, he asked me if it would be better if
the whole event was postponed for a while.

| replied saying that when a Sankalpa has already been taken, the task
should not be stopped. It is now the responsibility of SHREE to get HIS work done.
If HE thinks it is not the correct time or that something may go wrong HE will stop it.
There is no need for us to worry about it or do anything. HE will take care.

My reply was based on faith in SHREE and the incidents mentioned prove
my point. | sincerely feel that it is important for all of us to have the same faith in
Him and surrender to His Will.

In SHREE's Service
GopiRao
Shivpuri, Akkalkot.




SHIVPURI

Shivpuri, the Holy Yajnya Nagar, was founded by ParamSadguru Shree
Gajanan Maharaj who has reiterated the Eternal Vedic message in the form of a
Fivefold Path. Shivpuri is termed as Yajnya Nagar where a Yajnya Pillar was
erected as a symbol of Vedic Somayajnga, announcing the ringing in of Satya
Yugai.e. New Era of Super-science, Knowledge and Universal Brotherhood.

The place was named Shivapuri after Swami Shivanand Yogendra
Maharaj, the father of Paramasadguru Shree Gajanan Maharaj.

Shivanand Maharaj was the highest among Yogis. He was a Nada Brahma Yogi
who exemplified the Shabda Brahma concept. The ashram is engaged in
spreading the message of Agnihotra and the Five Fold Path.

Shri Shreekantji Maharaj started ISVS (Institute for Studies in Vedic
Sciences) with the objective of spreading the message of Agnihotra and also to
conduct Research, Workshop, Seminars, Publish books, on various topics like
Vedas, Agnihotra, Agnihotra Farming, Ayurveda, etc.

Through Veda Agnihotra Centre, all Agnihotra material is made available
worldwide. The institute constantly strives to start more Agnihotra Centre to make
Agnihotra Information and Supplies available throughout the world. It also
organizes and conducts Somayajnya, at various places.

At Shivpuri Ashram we also maintain Goshala, Annapurna, Ayurvedic
Panchakarma Centre, Sharadamata English Medium School, Herbal Garden &
Cafeteriaetc.

For more information contact :

Anna Wale (Cell-09422583880)
Amar Choudhari (Cell-09372409468
visit us at : www.shivpuri.org




MESSAGE

" Grace be with you all, oh, Travellers of
Kingdom of Heaven.

Light of the world has descended on earth.
Divine light is spreading throughout
the whole planet.

Kingdom of Heaven is near at hand.
Blessed are who saw the light.
Fortunate are who walked in light,
For they will enter the
Kingdom ofHeaven,
oM".

Paramsadguru Shree Gajanan Maharaj
Shivpuri, Akkalkot.

Paramsadguru Shree Gajanan Maharaj




